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1 . This international prelirninary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority and 
is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 3 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

| | This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 
70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheet(s). 
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Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application: * 
|"x] the international application as originally filed 



the description, 
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filed with the demand, 
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received on with the letter of 


the claims, 


pages 


9 


as originally filed, 
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as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19, 
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filed with the demand, 
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received on with the letter of 


the drawings, 
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as originally filed, 




pages 


9 


filed with the demand, 
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the sequence listing part of the description: 
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With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in 

which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

| ~j the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

j~| the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

I 1 the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 
— and/or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

[ j contained in the international application in written form 

| ~^ filed together with the international application in computer readable form 

| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

\ j furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

| | The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

| | The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished 

| j The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

[ "| the description, pages 

| | the claims, Nos. 

j | the drawings, sheets/fig. 

j~| This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to 
go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 



Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation tinder Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70,17). 

Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; citations 
and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 1-25,34-83 

Claims 26-33 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 1-25,34-83 

Claims 26-33 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1-83 

Claims 

2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Novelty (N) and Inventive StepfIS) claims 27-33 
- Reynolds, J.E.F, MARTDSTDALE The Extra Pharmacopoeia 1 . The Pharmaceutical Press, London 1993, 
pp 696-697. 

The citation teaches that trientine dihydrochloride is a potent copper chelator, it also teaches that it is usually 
formulated into an oral dosage unit, eg in tablet form. 

The argument that the citation does not disclose a copper chelator capable of delivery into a human subject of 
more than 10% w/w of said copper chelator would appear to be a fallacious one as this feature seems to be an 
inherent characteristic of trientine and salts or prodrugs thereof. Indeed these are the present application's 
preferred compounds and the exemplification is limited to these compounds also. 

Claims 27-33 are merely directed to a delivery dosage unit of a copper chelator (ie trientine dihydrochloride)and 
are not novel or inventive when compared to the above Reynolds citation. 

Novelty and an Inventive Step is recognised for the remaining claims and the claim set as a whole has Industrial 
Applicability. 
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